Touched by the fire of intercession:

Young people experiencing the "Burning-Bush-Initiative"

The Youth of CCR (CEJ) in Germany organises every year a big national Youth gathering called JUMP. With half of the participiants being "new ones" (not yet in touch with anything related to CCR, lots of them even not religious at all) JUMP has an evangelistic focus. 

The coworkers of the CCR-Youth in Germany come from the various prayer-groups and youth-weekend-initiatives throughout the nation and are almost all young people themselves. Starting at one of these local initiatives (called FCKW, youth-Germany) following the leader's personal contact with Kim Kollins models and thoughts of the BBI were implantated into the Youth-work. Especially in preparation for August 2004's JUMP the young coworkers were led into a "Burning-Bush-model" of intercession.

1. At the preparation-weekend in June the preachings focussed on "having greater expectations". A historical line was drawn from the beginning of the CCR, the BBI and the new emphasis on charisms and intercession which come along with it to the beginning of the Youth-initiatives in the CCR of Germany and the growing feeling that God wants to put the focus back to these "upper-room-topics" in our groups as well. A  preaching on the calling of the "forerunners" challenged the young people to choose a radical lifestyle of holiness, dedicating themselves to prayer, fasting and discipleship. The auditorium responded in an enthusiastic way. Many of them received the gift of speaking in tongues this evening, to be prepared for what came next. 

2. In preparation for the JUMP a prayer and fasting chain was formed on this very weekend. On the stage there was a wall with 30 frames representing the 30 days left to the JUMP. There were 6 small tickets to pick at each frame, 3 of them carrying the date and the word "fasting", 3 of them "prayer" - meaning to spend one day of fasting or one day of prayer in intercession for the JUMP. After about 30 seconds all the tickets were gone and the young people started to fast and pray in their homes. Many testimonies came back the following weeks: some experienced fervent zeal for prayer the first time, some started to pray with their prayer groups or met in small groups every morning...

3. In direct preparation for the JUMP a small group of Students dedicated themselves to more intense intercession: 21-day or 3-day fasts, intercession-meetings on an almost daily basis, nightwatches in prayer. They arrived at the JUMP location 3 days before the festival started and did constant intercession on the site.

4. On the 7 days of the JUMP (attracting some 550 participiants) there was a intercession team praying 24 hours a day. Before every program on the stage there was a 15-30 minutes intercession time with everybody involved with the program, just next to the stage. 

5. The intercession-team, the councelling-team and the priests met everyday to share their impressions and feelings on what God is doing and where the spirit is leading. These informations immediately were forwarded to the leaders. 

6. After having JUMPs since 1995 this year’s festival still was unique in the feeling of the significance of God’s working. There were more conversions, more healings in soul and body (especially during the sacrament of reconciliation) and a stronger sensation of Gods presence then in all the meetings before. On the last evening there were so many young people willing to give testimony on what God did this week that the leaders at one point just had to stop them to be able to finish the evening at some point of time - delayed even then. 

7. The model of intercession we usually followed is the so called "ABC"-model promulgated by Kim Kollins: A. presenting the meeting to God / person / problem / situation, B. Praying in tongues to let the spirit pray for what he wants to, C. thanksgiving for what God is going to do - always expecting God’s leading in the topics to pray for or his speaking to us in guidance and encouragement.    

CEJ had a youth leaders weekend in October 2004, led by Kim. Here the theme of the BBI was enlarged and deepen.  The CEJ took the decision to implement the BBI (beginning now) for prayer preparation for the 2005 - German CCR 4 day National Conference (beginning Accession) and a BBI World Youth Day prayer campaign.
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